


Operational Utility Insight & Stakeholder Balance 
Two distinct operational environments shape my perspective as a regulator: 

1.​ Defense & National Security Infrastructure: As a military spouse of nearly 17 years who has navigated 
10 relocations across state jurisdictions, I possess an operational understanding of how utility reliability, 
microgrid resilience, and pipeline safety impact mission-critical Department of Defense installations and 
national laboratories. I have directly tracked privatized utility rate structures, specifically the Department 
of Defense (DoW)’s Resident Energy Conservation Program (RECP) from its 2011 live-billing rollout, 
through baseline calculation challenges leading to its 2020 Congressional suspension, to its recent 
service-wide reintroduction. This operational background of pain points provides clear insight into how 
sub-metering, baseline metrics, and capital allocation affect both institutional defense assets and 
household budgets. This is supported by a recommendation I received from Stephen Simmons to serve 
in a forward-facing U.S. Space Command Ombudsman capacity during institutional transition (copy 
available upon request). 

2.​ Agricultural & Working Lands Equity: As a future 6th generation operator of the historic San Augustin 
Ranch in Organ, representing pre-state-hood agricultural and resource stewardship, and as a 
descendant of Robert C. Cox (who served his district as a delegate to the 1969 New Mexico 
Constitutional Convention), I uphold strict constitutional integrity and rural economic fairness. This 
ranching heritage directly informs my regulatory approach, ensuring that our decisions prioritize rural 
utility access and reliability while maintaining strict environmental compliance. I understand how utility 
rate structures, rights-of-way, and grid expansion directly impact the economic viability and 
environmental sustainability of New Mexico's farm and ranch constituents. 

 
Statutory Qualifications & Advanced Legal Education 
I satisfy the statutory eligibility requirements established under NMSA 1978 § 62-19-5(A)(2)(b) through a 
specialized post-graduate degree and over a decade of direct professional experience in policy, legal operations, 
public administration, and dispute resolution systems. 

●​ Post-Graduate Credentials: Next month, I will complete my Master of Dispute Resolution (MDR) (Summa 
Cum Laude) from the Pepperdine University Caruso School of Law. I am concluding my degree with an 
intensive executive policy residency in Washington, D.C., led by Nancy W. Hunt, focusing on federal and 
independent administrative agencies, statutory interpretation, and administrative rule promulgation—the 
exact processes governing NMPRC dockets.  

●​ Practical Experience: For the past 5 years I have held a role as a legal administrator in an estate 
planning and probate boutique firm. I have 5 years of teaching experience in multiple states. I have 
served as President and held executive board positions across non-profit and military community 
organizations, focusing on compliance and stakeholder engagement.  

●​ Undergraduate Foundation: I hold a Bachelor of Arts from Texas A&M University with extensive 
coursework in education policy and literature and writing frameworks. This academic background gives 
me a firm command of complex institutional policy. 

 
Conclusion 
I remain deeply committed to New Mexico’s future and to ensuring that our family's 7th generation—and all 
young New Mexicans—inherits a resilient, thriving state. I approach this appointment with a dedicated focus on 
executing the NMPRC’s core statutory mission: regulating utilities and telecommunications to guarantee fair and 
reasonable rates, assure adequate and reliable service, and protect public safety through rigorous pipeline 
oversight. My background unifies post-graduate legal training in administrative dispute systems with an 
operational understanding of New Mexico’s critical defense infrastructure and traditional working lands. I offer the 
Nominating Committee, the Governor, and the Senate an independent, highly qualified voice dedicated to 
procedural integrity, grid reliability, and economic fairness across New Mexico. 
 
Very Respectfully, 
Stacey D. Cox 
Master of Dispute Resolution Candidate, Pepperdine Caruso School of Law 





Mothers Of PreschoolerS (MOPS) — President & Chapter Executive Director 2014 – 2016

Spearheaded full organizational turnaround utilizing  ombuds-informed governance frameworks, establishing clear SOPs for

fiscal oversight, multi-state compliance reporting, and confidential records management.

Coached committee leaders using active listening,  neutral  evaluation,  and apology/reconciliation advising to build leadership

capability and drive a 20% increase in active membership.

Norfolk Collegiate School / Shadow Ridge Middle School — Writing Teacher & Peer Mediation

Advisor 2009 – 2011

Designed  and  executed  peer  mediation  frameworks,  training  student  leaders  in  active  listening,  neutral  evaluation,  and

autonomous dispute resolution.

HONORS & COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP

Leadership Institute for Military Spouses (LIMS): Emerging Leaders Fellow

International Ombudsman Association (IOA): Active Member

Academy District 20 (D20): Parent Sounding Board (Past Member)

USAFA Little Free Library: Founder & Library Sponsor

United States Air Force Academy: Cadet Sponsor (2x)
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