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· Instructions for Protesting an Electric Cooperative Rate 

Increase NMPRC Rule 17.9.540 

FORMl 

New Mexico Public Regulation Commission (NMPRC) Rule 17.9.540 implements a state 
law passed in 1985 that allows rural electric cooperatives to propose rate increases to its 
members. If the lesser of one percent of or twenty-five members of a customer class 
protest to the Commission, the Commission will determine if there is just cause to review 
the rate proposal through a formal rate hearing. If no members protest, the rates will go 
into effect automatically with no Commission review. 

To file a protest you must be a member of the Cooperative. The protest must be received 
by the Commission within twenty (20) days from the date the rates are filed with the 
Commission. The date the rates are filed will be stated on the notice to customers that 
you have received from the cooperative, either through the Enchantment or through a 
special notice. 

To protest, completely fill out the enclosed protest form. You may leave the case number 
blank and if there is no attorney, you do not need to fill out the attorney information. 
Please note: Failure to properly address all pertinent issues (see page 4) may be 

grounds for the rejection of the protest. 

You must deliver a copy of the protest to the Cooperative. Then in accordance with 
NMPRC Rule 17.9.540, you must send ten (10) copies of the rate protest form and 
certificate of service to: 

New Mexico Public Regulation Commission
Records Bureau
P.O. Box 1269 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504

For more information call the Commission at 505-827-6940, or contact the cooperative. 
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